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Civic Hacking?!



The Good Kind of Hacking



Civic hacking is people working 
together quickly and creatively 
to make where they live better.



Working Together

• Civic hack nights twice a month 

• Civic hackathons 3-4 times per year 

• meetup.com/codeforatlanta

http://meetup.com/codeforatlanta












Hack Nights vs. Hackathons

• Hackathons: make a splash, start the 
conversation 

• Hack nights: continue the 
relationship, see the projects through



All-Volunteer Brigade



60+ US chapters 
25+ International groups



Open Data 
Open Government 

Open Source

Tenets of Civic Hacking





States with open data 
legislation

• Connecticut (2014) 

• Hawaii (2013) 

• Illinois (2012) 

• Maryland (2012) 

• New Hampshire 
(2012)

• New York (2013) 

• Oklahoma (2011) 

• Rhode Island 
(2013) 

• Texas (2011) 

• Utah (2013)



States with portals but no 
open data legislation

• California 

• Colorado 

• Delaware 

• Iowa 

• Maine 

• Massachusetts

• Michigan 

• Missouri 

• Nebraska 

• Oregon 

• Tennessee 

• Washington









Making Data Open

• Machine-readable, bulk formats: CSV 
& JSON



PDFs are not  
open data!



Making Data Open

• Machine-readable, bulk formats: CSV 
& JSON 

• Remove restrictions (no licenses) 

• Plan for sustainability



sunlightfoundation.com/opendataguidelines/





Open Data has internal benefits

• By making data easily discoverable, no 
special relationships or political clout are 
needed for access. 

• Data is of a higher quality when it’s meant 
for public use. 

• Creates a culture of sharing in 
governtment.



Government as a 
Platform
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Digital Services



Build with, not for









earlyvoting.codeforatlanta.org

http://earlyvoting.codeforatlanta.org






Open Data Census



State Integrity Investigation



What We Need From You

• Publish open data 

• Pitch projects 

• Become our partner



There really is demand!



Thank You

Luigi Ray-Montanez 
luigi@codeforatlanta.org 

http://meetup.com/codeforatlanta

http://meetup.com/codeforatlanta

